SHROPSHIRE SCHOOLGIRLS HOCKEY ASSOCIATION 2003

Minutes of the Annual Meeting held on Monday 12th May 2003 at Shrewsbury Sixth Form College.

Present: Juliet O'Neill (SSFC), Sue Bradshaw (Wakeman), Lizzie Burgess (Ludlow), Lyn Murphy (Gr), Myra Downes (Bn), Tess Barrett (MH), Beccs Evans (Marches), Jenny Redford (SHS), Gilly Cross (SHS), Julie Griffiths (BC), Lee Barre (MB).

1. Apologies

Viv Jones (Lud 6th)

2. Minutes of 2002 AGM –these were agreed to be correct

3. Matters arising –none

4. Correspondence –nothing that does not come up later

5. Reports

a. Treasurer –Dave Siddorn (Report by Juliet O'Neill).  The full accounts of the Shropshire Hockey Association were presented at the full AGM in May.  The school girls and youth section had made a loss of £428.11 from April 02-April 03.  This was due to the high cost of training pitches which had increased due to having to pay the full fees for training some squads on Sunday mornings.  It was agreed to raise the girls training fees to £2.00 to help reduce the deficit and to request a larger grant from the Shropshire Schools Sports and Athletic Association (SSSAA).

b. U-17 Coach –Lizzie Burgess

Girls U-17 squad 2002-2003 –Report for the season

A mixed season for the U17 Squad.  The season started earlier than usual with a promising win against Worcestershire.  Training was well attended and the girls worked hard on all aspects of their game.

Very often there were key players unable to play through club cup commitment.  I see this as perfectly acceptable as they should be playing for local clubs.  I was disappointed and surprised that there were some with no affiliation to a club.

The low point of the season was an average performance against Warwickshire, a team, I believe, we could have beaten.  The high point was a game that we lost against Staffordshire at home.  The girls played an attractive open game finally losing 5-8.  Perhaps new shirts could be presented every game.

The Midlands tournament in March can be described as a weary affair.  The girls did not do themselves justice and at times allowed themselves to be intimidated.

The girls were a sociable bunch and regardless of results always seemed to enjoy.  I did to!  Player of the season is being voted for by the players.

NB Lizzie is stepping down from the role of U.17 coach but will continue to organise county trials for all age groups.  Many thanks for the hard work and time commitment given over several years.

c. Shropshire U-15 Schoolgirls Hockey Season 2002/3 –Coach: Beccs Evans 

After a long season the girls have developed their team play, with a better attendance at training and regular matches.  At training the girls formed a good rapport with each other, understanding individuals strengths and weaknesses.  With a lack of natural defenders, the team struggled to find their form.  When I pulled back mid-fielders to defend and restructured the team to accommodate this, we actually stopped losing matches!  This enabled us to build our confidence, with eventually a great day out and a win at Leominster against Hereford 3-0!

Our best form came at the Midlands Tournament when we won against Derbyshire and drew all our other matches apart from Nottinghamshire, who were overall section winners.

Player of the Year -Beth Harrison

Most Improved player –Sophie Bevan 

NB- Beccs is unable to continue as coach next year but did a sterling job this season, particularly when let down early on by her co-coach.  We hope we will be able to draw her back in to help out but with a reduced time commitment, and better support.

d. U-14 Coaches report for 02/03 

U14/U13 trials took place on 26th January with almost 100 girls attending from which was selected a squad of 30 which included 4 youngsters who would be available for 3 years.

The aim was to train U13 and U14's alongside each other at times and divide them into their respective age groups when appropriate.  However, we were unable to find a second coach so the whole squad was coached as one group, which was far from desirable.

The U14's had 7 training sessions and 6 training matches in the build up to the Midlands Tournament in early April.  We lost the first training match 2-0 to Warks, then defeated Montgomeryshire 3-0 followed by 2 draws.  The last 2 games were against Staffs and West Midlands in  a triangular tournament but the date clashed with the first training matches for the U13's also against Staffs and West Mids.  These were at the same venue with both Shropshire sides playing simultaneously on adjoining pitches –Nightmare scenario for one coach.

I handed over responsibility for the U14's to Louise Welti, a parent whose daughter is one of the U14's GK's, and who had helped at most training sessions with the GK coaching.  This was not ideal preparation for the U14's going into their Mids Tournament but they secured a 2-2 draw with Staffs before losing to West Mids.  The U14's are the best most complete squad I have worked with in Shropshire and I had high hopes of doing well at the Mids Tournament even though a late Mids rule change had somewhat depleted our squad by not allowing us to use U13's in the U14 Tournament.  However we travelled with 13 fit and prepared players.

We started poorly, losing 1-0 to Derbys, who dominated the game from start to finish.  Morale needed boosting for the next match and a positive but frank team talk saw them play much better hockey against Beds, although we only managed a 0-0 draw.  Confidence was now oozing from the team.  They now believed in themselves and went into the last section match against N'hants knowing that victory would see us into the semi finals.  They came up trumps with a convincing 2-0 victory, Celine Goodwin scoring both goals. The semi-final was to be against West Mids who had beaten us 3-0 the previous Sunday.  We believed that we could beat them, and nearly did, but in a fiercely competitive match played at a high pace were just edged out losing 1-0.

So this season it was not to be, but this squad, if they stay together could become Midland Champions. Alys Brooks and Bronwen Harrison shared the captaincy this season and both have played excellent hockey alongside their peers.  Almost anyone from this squad could be nominated for player of the season, but Skye Higgins from Ellesmere College has had an outstanding season and is my choice this year.

e. U.13 Coaches Report 2002-2003 Myra Downes

The U13's had the poor end of the deal in terms of my time and input compared with the U14's.  Consequently we were a very green side going into our first training matches against West Mids and Staffs where we lost very, very heavily in both games.  The demoralised squad had just 1 training session to put it right before our next practice match vs. Notts.  It wasn't long enough to put it all right and again we got thumped, although we had some small consolation  in knowing that we had played some what better.  We went straight into our last training game against Montgomeryshire and continued to improve.  We did play better all be it against much weaker opposition.  The important thing was that we won    3-1.  There was a little hope.

At the Midlands Tournament we know it would be very tough, and all the girls were ready to play with their hearts as well as their sticks.  My aim was simple-not to be humiliated, the girls had suffered enough this season.  We got off to a fine start with a 0-0 draw against Beds, and what's more out played them.  The girls were elated, if somewhat disappointed not to have actually beaten them.  The second game was similar to the first.  Again we outplayed the opposition but this time we got hit by that old sucker punch of conceding a goal from N'Hant’s only attack.  Confidence was still high because we were playing and seriously competing against other Midlands County teams.

The 3rd game saw us again lose 1-0.  This time the opposition Notts were the better side, but we defended well and restricted them to just 2 shots on goal-this against a team that had hammered us 3 weeks previously.  In the final game in our section we held Leicester to a 0-0 draw.  They were stronger than us, but our defence was magnificent to say the very least.

We finished 4th of 5 in our section but we felt like we had won the tournament.  These girls played out of their skins all day.

Lucy Jones captained the squad and there were a number of outstanding performances at the tournament.  My choice for player of the season is Camilla Austerberry from Packwood- a very impressive centre back.

My thanks go to Louise Welli and Sue Bradshaw for giving up their time to coach the GK's in both squads, to Lindsey Fergusson for helping in a couple of sessions and especially to Juliet O'Neill for all of her help through the season.

It will be impossible for me to coach the 2 squads together again next season. We either have to split the groups and coach the teams on separate nights, or preferably, we need to find a second experienced coach to help me with the training sessions.  I am quite happy to manage the Sunday matches on my own but I cannot deliver quality coaching to 30 youngsters and prepare them for match play on my own.  We only just got away with it this season.  Ultimately it is not fair on the players.

f. U18 /U19 Tournaments 2002-2003-Viv Jones

U18
U18 Hockey England National tournament proved very difficult to hold.  there was lots of interest and plenty of talent but a real concern over venues.  It is proving increasingly difficult to find two astro pitches which are able to provide us with the same time slots it requires to run the matches.  Due to the late notification of a confirmed date and a change of venue to accommodate the matches within one extended day on a single astro, the entry proved disappointing.  Some quality teams were unable to make the tournament which is unsatisfactory for all concerned.  The 6 teams who did enter had an excellent day at Lilleshall National Sports Centre.  A Round Robin was played with Wrekin being the eventual winners playing Shrewsbury Sixth Form in the finals.

U19

The U19 tournament was run at Leominster Astro over 2 shortened pitches.  8 teams entered with 6-a-side being played to provide encouragement for smaller institutions and space for skilled students to show their stuff!! Two pools were run on a lovely sunny day!  Eventual winners were Shrewsbury Sixth Form College who had covered their options by providing two teams, also enabling their recreational players to be part of a tournament experience. This is very much a recreational event and it would be nice to see more entries….I think more than 7 institutions could find 6 hockey players….!

g. U.14/U.16 Hockey England Tournaments

U.16 –Lee Barre
The U16 Hockey England Tournament in Shropshire involved 9 schools and 12 teams, and was organised at 4 venues: SJT, MB, TT, Bn.  This allowed longer matches and provided definite semi-finalists, who were Ludlow, SHS, MB, MH.  Ludlow and Meole made the final with Ludlow taking the title and representing Shropshire in the Midlands.  Problems arising were late notice of results and early play by dates which should be rresolved next year.  The standard of play was very impressive with all games played on astro over a good time period to give opportunity for the best team to win.

U.14 –Gilly Cross

Details not available but the Shropshire competition was won by Shrewsbury High School who were the representatives in the Midlands Tournament.

U.14/U.16 Knockouts Tournaments over the Season –Lee Barre

The standard of hockey at the semis and finals was excellent but a number of teams did not fulfil their pool matches and the deadline for pool matches was very close to the finals day, so teams had very short notice of their place in the finals.  M.H were unable to play in the finals as the date was after their term finished.  For next year the finals date will be published early and the pool games will have an earlier completion date.  Results not in by the set date will be nullified. 

Results

U.14 

SHS beat MB 

SHS beat Lud



Lud beat  SJT



U.16

MB beat B'North

MB beat Lud



Lud beat SHS


h. Secretary –Juliet O'Neill

Many thanks to the 3 coaches, Myra Downes, Beccs Evans and Lizzie Burgess for the vast amount of time put into coaching and taking their squads to matches.  It is a shame but understandable that Lizzie and Beccs feel they can no longer make the time commitment but all the players have benefited tremendously, both in their hockey experiences and socially.

We also see the standing down as Chairman of Sue Bradshaw who has been in post and involved in Shropshire Hockey now for 28 years.  Many thanks to Sue for her contributions and endurance.

Personally I have continued to attend all Midlands meetings and feedback information where appropriate. The job never gets any smaller and it is very difficult to fit everything into the calendar.  One problem of note this season was clashes between young players also involved in county netball which switched match days to Sundays.  We will need to make schools nominating players aware of this for next season.

If anyone reading this feels they could offer to help in anyway with administration and organisation please contact  Juliet O'Neill (01743) 245467 (h) (01743) 266814 (w).  The job of secretary really does need dividing up.

The developments in Active Sports, the running of Badgers leagues Mini hockey and the Shropshire Youth Games means there are plenty of young players out there and clubs and county squads are the next step for some. 100 players at U.14/U.13 trials indicates the growth in hockey for the younger age groups.

Results

· The best County Squad 2002-2003 - U14's

· Best performance at Midlands - Ludlow U.16's who just missed reaching the semi-finals.

· Midlands U.15 development squad Summer 2003

Claire Stewardson

Ludlow

Alys Brooks


Moreton Hall

Rebecca Welti

Moreton Hall

U.14 Representatives in Midlands Tournament 
SHS

U.16 Representatives in Midlands Tournament 
Ludlow

U.18 Representatives in Midlands Tournament 
Wrekin

U.14  k/o winners Shropshire 
SHS

U.16 k/o winners Shropshire 
SHS

U.19 6  side winners

SSFC

County Players of the season

U.13

Camilla Austerberry 
Packwood Haugh

U.14 

Skye Higgins 

Ellesmere

U.15 

Beth Harrison

MB          


U.17

Being voted on by players

6. Election of Officers
Chair

Gilly Cross  (SHS)

Vice Chair
Julie Griffiths (B.C)

Secretary
Juliet O'Neill (SSFC)

Treasurer
Dave Siddorn (SHA)

Election of Committee

U.19/U.18 Tournament secretary Viv Jones (Ludlow) and Caroline Ritchie (Wrekin)

U.16 Tournament

Lee Barre (MB)

U.14 Tournament

Gilly Cross (SHS)

U.16/ U.14 Knockouts
Lee Barre (MB)

County Trials


Lizzie Burgess (Ludlow)

County U.17 coach 
Vacant

   
U.15 coach
vacant



U.14 coach
Myra Downes



U.13 coach
Tess Barrett

7. The Shropshire Hockey Association

Hatcher Rogerson Solicitors have sponsored the overall association for the next couple of years and it is very pleasing to have us a local sponsor for hockey.  The U.17 county side were privileged to be the first team to wear the newly sponsored shirts and produced an excellent match against Staffordshire losing 5-8 and providing plenty of drama for the crowd, and guest sponsors from Hatcher Rogerson.

8. Affiliation Fees 
These are yet to be set by the Midlands but it is anticipated will be similar to last year and collected from the schools by the SHA Treasurer Dave Siddorn.  Affiliation is likely to be:

£9.00 +VAT to England Hockey (boys and girls) (£11.75)

£10.00 to Midlands Girls

£10.00 to Midlands boys

£10.00 to Shropshire Girls

£10.00 to Shropshire Boys.

Summary Schools playing boys and girls hockey £51.75



Schools involving girls only or boys only £31.75

9. Dates for Trials
U.13 Sun 11th Jan, MB  1-3

U.14 Sun 11th Jan, MB  11-1

U.15/U.17 still to be arranged due to uncertainty over the future schedule and coaches preference.

10. Election of County Selections
	U.17
	U.15
	U.14/U.13

	Lizzie Burgess

Lyn Murphy

Julie Griffiths

Karen Treloar

Beccs Evans

Lee Barre
	Lizzie Burgess

Lyn Murphy

Julie Griffiths

Karen Treloar

Beccs Evans

Jenny Redford

Tess Barrett
	Lizzie Burgess

Lyn Murphy

Julie Griffiths

Karen Treloar

Beccs Evans

Anne Smith

Tess Barrett

Myra Downes

	GK Selector               Sue Bradshaw


11. Dates and Venues for Tournaments

Awaiting  play by dates from Midlands.  Lee Barre to co-ordinate with Juliet O'Neill.  U.14/U.16/U.18 Tournaments will all need to be played by November so the winner can go through to the Midlands.  U.14/ U.16 Knockout dates to be set by Lee Barre.  U.19 k/o March 03.

12. Indoor Hockey

None Currently being played within the county

13. Mini Hockey

Competitions for U.11 and U.13 girls played at Meole on Sun Feb 23rd. 7 under 11 teams entered and 16  under 13 teams. Would have hoped for a slightly better entry but it was 2nd Sunday of ½ term. Under 11's won by a very strong Bridgnorth team who went through to Midlands but came 5th /5 in their section. Under 13's won by an average SHS team who were well beaten at the Midlands.(5th/5). Trophies were sponsored by Shropshire Star. Red Cross attended and we sent them a £60 donation. On day very tight match schedule. Only worked because a couple of teams dropped out the night before .Very difficult getting sufficient pitch time. Complaint from Whitchurch HC re lack of neutral umpires.

14. SYG

This year games on Sat 5th July at Cosford and Thomas Telford or Lilleshal, or Aldersley Stadium. Teams from year 6 +7 (no county players)  More pressure on finding officials with 2 venues and all volunteer coaches umpires etc need to be CRB checked before hand. 

15. Active Sports

Now have a nearly full time Active Sport Hockey Development Officer – Ben Holland. He is responsible for ongoing development of youth hockey in county

.

Ben's developments.

· U12 schools festivals and identification of schools where extra coaching is needed.

· Under 12 coaching based on the 6 county districts.

· Development of the hockey part of the Shropshire Youth Games where U12 girls and boys teams compete form the 6 county districts.

· Setting up of an under 13 central venue league for club teams leading to the selection of 4 x U13 teams from North and South Shropshire which had coaching and then played a match on Sunday 2nd Feb.

· Helping to secure £3000 in sponsorship for the development of youth hockey in Shropshire from Hatcher Rogerson Solicitors and Sports Match funding. 

· Level 1 Umpiring course at market Drayton and one in Sept in Shrewsbury.

· Level 1 coaching course at Meole.

16. Development Centres

Year 7 11-3, MB.  Sun 16th Nov 03

Information to be circulated to schools/clubs by Juliet O'Neill.

17. A o B   None

18. Date of next AGM:  Monday 10th May 04,    SSFC      4.45pm.
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