MINUTES OF SHROPSHIRE HOCKEY MEETING
MON 15th JANUARY 2007 7pm SHIREHALL
Points marked # decision / need attention
1. Present: 
Keith Ruscoe, Gilly Cross, Juliet O’Neill, Myra Logan, Jenny Redford, Dave Siddorn, Don Nairn, Jayne Wright and Pat Holloway.
Clubs present: Market Drayton, Wem, Bridgnorth, Oswestry, Telford, Whitchurch.
2. Apologies: 
Roger Furniss, Myra Downes and Sally Pearce
3. Minutes of last meeting -- Signed as true record
4. Matters arising – All items on agenda.
5.1 Chairman’s Report -- Roger Furniss 
My apologies for my last minute absence, due to severe back pains and inability to walk. It has recently been a quiet period for new county developments as we await further news on “the single system for hockey” and as clubs are working on their Club 1st accreditation. Congratulations to Shrewsbury on being the first club in the county to achieve this. As usual I pass on my thanks to the committee and I know the County age group coaches for boys and girls deserve a special mention for their tireless contribution towards developing the next generation of senior club players.

5.2 Secretary’s Report No report
5.3 Treasurer’s Report – Dave Siddorn 
First, an apology. I should have presented audited accounts for 2005-6 to this meeting; they were provided to the September general meeting in provisional form. However, I have been too involved with my club’s Clubs 1st application and have not had time. I will complete this ready for the AGM. 

The Current Position 
Having started this financial year on 1 Sept with just under £300 we had a balance of £9426.67 on 31 Dec 06; this compares very favourably with balances of £1714.99 at 31 Dec 05 (down £2000 due to Active Sport payment) and £3408 on 31 Dec 04. 

The current balance at 12 Jan is £ 8962.59 with only one cheque of £150 outstanding. Copies of the interim accounts for the period 1 Sep 06 to 12 Jan 07 are available. The main reasons for the sudden jump in funds are 

· The girls collecting their fees of over £3000 up front

· We haven’t had any invoices from MRHA Boys Schools & Youth yet

· Slightly increased club fees giving an extra £235

· All of last seasons pitch hires paid by SHA but now reclaimed, £767

· The SSSAA grant money has been received promptly

· We have had all the club affiliations in, near enough on time.

· We have also cleared up some £460 of unpaid Badgers entry fees

· And £130 of meeting non-attendance fines. 

We secured £1000 for this season from SSSAA, to be split 50:50 between the boys and girls. Funds within SSSAA are stretched this year because of the lack of Active Sports funding in several sports, particularly netball. They are going through the LTAD re-structuring that we will have to endure in the next couple of years. Who is going to finance these Regional Development Centres? If netball is anything to go by then it isn’t going to be our NGB, England Hockey. So who pays? 

I have received, and passed on to EH and MRHA Girls, affiliations for 25 schools. Having sent out the schools affiliation information myself, rather than via SCC, to 58 schools I am still completely dismayed by the number of schools who come back to me saying that they have never received the information. It seems there is no foolproof method of getting through to the hockey staff in the PE department! I’d like to think that email would be the solution but I suspect that would be even worse. Communication with schools remains a complete enigma. 

Current financial status (1=Poor, 5=Excellent) = 4 

5.4 School Girls & Youths Report – Juliet O`Neill 
All 3 age groups have purchased their own numbered playing shirt @ £13 Some have also bought hoodies / rain jackets. Outstanding payments are being collected. 
£ 3000+ has been paid in as training fees collected at the start of the season. 
Training sessions have been well attended although we could do with a little more support for coaching U13 / U15 squads 6 - 7.30 on Thursdays at MB. Any offers ??? 
First county fixture was on Sun 14/1 against Worcs for all 3 age groups. U17 lost 3-0, U15 won 3-2, U13 won1-0. Midlands tournaments in March / April 
Results of schools representing Shrops( Wrekin/Moreton Hall/William Brookes) in the Midlands still unconfirmed although no school got through to the nationals. 
Shrops schools comps in progress with finals in March. 
Gilly Cross, Louise Ferguson, Sandra Pattison & Lyn Murphy all helped run the Midland schools indoor at Lilleshall on Sat 6/1/07. It was hoped to get young players or students doing CSLA awards but this proved difficult due to club fixtures and exam pressures. The old guard did a great job - thankyou. 
Claire Stewardson is on the Midland Regional Hockey Youth Panel (U.25`s) 
Protective kit for Gk`s at U18. I feel that Shrops should adopt the same ruling as the Midlands and require all matches played in clubs / schools at U 18 to have a GK in full protective equipment as before the FIH rule change in Jan1/1/07. Can we discuss. 
# Ruling from Midland re GK`s totally endorsed by Shropshire. JO`N to circulate all schools and extended list with the ruling. Midlands have stated that all games played under there jurisdiction must have a fully kitted GK at all times. That is, the same as in the past.
5.5 School boys & Youths Report -- Don Nairn
The U.15 boys had a practice match in December against Cheshire and with a side missing five regular members they performed very creditably and only lost 5-1and they gifted three goals to Cheshire through inexperience.

Training has been disrupted for the U.15 team because of Midlands U.14 trials and as a small county we draw some of our U.15 players from this age group.

We have so far played the first round of the U.15 and U.17 championships on 14th January with the following results:

Under 15s Under 17s
Lost to Staffordshire 2-4 Lost to Staffordshire 2-7

Lost to Worcestershire 2-6 Beat Worcestershire 6-1

Beat Warwickshire 3-2 Beat Warwickshire 4-3

The U.18 team played their tournament on December 17th. Unfortunately 2 sides did not turn up hence a round robin was played between the remaining teams. The results were:

Lost to Notts 2-7

Drew with Northants 3-3

Lost to Staffs 2-0

Won against Warwickshire 7-1

I am beginning to query our further participation in this tournament because:

1. It is held at Nottingham with 8 teams theoretically present. Shropshire boys have to make an exceptionally early start which affects their performance.

2. We can never put out our strongest team for Welsh selection day always seems to fall on that Sunday.

3. I feel our U.18s get enough high class hockey.

We have supported it in the past but 2 years ago teams didn’t turn up. Last season we went all the way to Nottingham to find a frozen pitch. It was replayed at Cannock but although we won the tournament under EH rules it was awarded to Notts on the tournament directors decision. We argued against this but were faced with a situation where Notts had the shield and pennant. Then amidst the confusion it turned out under the tournament directors ruling there should have been a 3-way tie. We agreed that we would all have a pennant. I am still waiting. 

Finally there was another fiasco this year with teams not turning up. Myself and the Mids secretary also had heated words over his refusal to re-organise the tournament to enable Shropshire to start out at a reasonable time.

In the long run this tournament goes no further and therefore seems pointless if we have to struggle to find a manager, a coach and players at Christmas party time. I would prefer it at the end of the season.

# No team to be entered in U18 Midlands tournament next season for boys – committee decision. 

The final selection for the Midland U.14 squad has now been made. Shropshire is well represented with the following boys:

David Goodfield (Telford Hockey Club)

Chris Mapp (Whitchurch Hockey Club)

Ashley Lewis & Matt Young (Bridgnorth Hockey Club)

It is now a certainty that David Devey of Bridgnorth Hockey Club has been selected for the England U.16 team.

# Boys committee to make their own decision as to whether they want county jackets. If so boys must purchase their own – committee decision.
5.6 Umpiring Report – Jenny Redford
This season has seem 3 Red Cards

Two for Bridgnorth – Edward Brown and Paul Devey

One card for Telford – Brent Powell

I am very pleased with the response from Telford and Wrekin Hockey Club whose committee are obviously trying to eradicate players receiving Red Cards.

Congratulations must go to all the clubs in Shropshire, as I have met other CDA’s from other areas who have had at least 10 Red Cards so far this season. Keep it up players and umpires.

On another note, will all club officials who have anything to report in the newspapers about their matches please not put in any reports that “slag off the umpires”. One report this year put the clubs loss of 5-0 down to an umpiring error. We have enough difficulty getting people to umpire in Shropshire and we should be more welcoming. If you want to help, become an umpire. It is after all a game for all to enjoy, and that means the umpire as well.

Goalkeeping
I hope all the clubs have looked at the new rules governing the goalkeepers in the game. From Jane Nockolds 15.01.2007. FIH have confirmed that at a penalty corner an injured or suspended goalkeeper can only be replaced by a similarly equipped goalkeeper? So, if the “GK” on at the time was fully equipped, the replacement must be the same. If they were equipped with only protective headgear, then the replacement can only wear the same. In essence, the issue that we need to get straight is that the GK wearing only protective headgear may not be replaced by a fully equipped GK.

# From the Midlands League – All teams must play with full equipped GK’s in all Midland League matches. This does not apply to England Hockey Competitions such as the national cup/plate etc
5.7 Development - SHDG Report – Sally Pearce
Central Venue Leagues – has been very difficult this year as teams have dropped out meaning that on the three days played we did not get all age groups playing a full tournament. This gave much discussion and it was decided that perhaps the best route for next season was for the CVL to return to Shrewsbury as that will encourage greater turnout. It was also felt that the lack of numbers at U13 reflected the greater playing opportunities available now for that age group. It was also felt that leagues must start from September next season. There was also discussion of setting up more localised leagues for the U11 age group and would Oswestry would consider running one in the north of the county to pick up on the North Wales teams.

Shropshire Youth Games – there was much discussion of the age group criteria for the games as the group felt the need to amend previous year’s ages in order to properly ensure that the spirit of the games was adhered to. It was decided that the boys competition would be for U11 (school years 5 & 6) and the girls would be U12 (school years 6 & 7). The minimum coaching time to be 6 hours but coaches could extend this locally. All participants would receive certificates this year and no medals to the winners.

Clubs 1st – a workshop would be held for those clubs still working towards the accreditation with Dave Harden from Timperley HC being asked to attend as it is approximately 1 year since they gained the award and would be able to give people a better idea of the benefits of gaining the accreditation.

Dates 
Level 1 coaching course – 28 Jun pm, 1,7 & 8 July 2007 @ Wrekin College £130.

Level 2 courses have been confirmed and there will be 2 in the Midlands (dates tba).

Leadership Course- week commencing 12 Feb., on 2 mid week days (tba).

Boys Mini Tournament – 25 Feb at Madeley Court

Girls Mini Tournament – 11 Mar at Roman Road, overspill to Shrewsbury Boys School.

5.8 Women’s League – Jayne Wright
Llanfair remain top of the Ladies League winning every game. We will be contacting the Midland League again to see if there is any possibility that the Welsh teams could enter, with the proposed restructuring of the Conference Division.

The Badgers League at present is lead by Bridgnorth, although the table is still to be updated for a few games. We were notified last night that Whitchurch would not be able to fulfil their fixtures for the second half of the season, therefore the first half of the season fixtures will stand and the second half will be null and void.

# We are still waiting for nominations from the Clubs for a new Chair and Fixture Secretary.
	Teams
	P
	W
	D
	L
	F
	A
	+/-
	Pts

	Llanfair
	7
	7
	
	
	35
	4
	31
	21

	Montgomery
	7
	4
	
	3
	22
	8
	14
	12

	Wem
	7
	4
	
	3
	22
	10
	12
	12

	Telford & Wrekin 2nds
	7
	4
	
	3
	14
	10
	4
	12

	Market Drayton
	7
	3
	2
	2
	11
	15
	-4
	11

	Presteigne
	7
	3
	1
	3
	16
	17
	-1
	10

	Bridgnorth 2nds
	7
	1
	1
	5
	9
	20
	-11
	4

	Shrewsbury 3rds
	7
	
	
	7
	1
	46
	-45
	0


5.9 Competitors and fixtures Secretary’s Report -- Roger Furniss.

§ # Shropshire Women’s Club Championship After the meeting it was agreed to offer clubs: Saturday 31st March or Sunday 1st April for this tournament at Telford with two pools of three and a final for the winner of each pool, using pitches at Madeley Court and Oakengates. We need a tournament Manager. Winner represents Shropshire in the Midlands round on Sunday April 22nd
§ Shropshire are organising the Midland Ladies’ Veterans County Tournament on the same day, 25th March at Alderseley Stadium Wolverhampton. Myra Downes i/c

§ Shropshire are hosting the Midlands Under 21 Men’s County Tournament on Sunday April 15th at Madeley Court and Oakengates.

§ We do not yet have details of the Men’s County Championship on 12th/13th May or the Ladies County Championship on Saturday April 28th 

§ Under 15 boys Badger’s League progressing well on Saturdays. Leominster are rather strong and with several other clubs fielding much younger sides with their older badgers playing in other teams, there have been some high scoring. With the single system for hockey will this league become stronger and more competitive?

§ I plan to organise as in previous years a Summer Badger’s League for under 13 girls and under 13 boys. Should Bridgnorth Endowed School enter a team as for the last two years, in this club competition? Is this meant to be U.14? Feeling of the meeting that Bridgnorth Endowed should not be entered as a school.

5.10 County Dinner – Don Nairn
Sat 15/9/07, the evening of the county tournaments at The Lord Hill, Shrewsbury.
6. A.O.B. -- Dave Siddorn 
a) DTZ league report
§ Queries over promotion/relegations for end of 07 season.
§ Red and yellow cards same level as last year.
§ # Clubs to nominate a new official to deal with match 
arrangements/confirmations for 07/08.
§ League dates 07/08 29th Sept – 15th Dec 07- 12 matches
12th Jan – 15th March 08 – 10 matches
§ In line with EH rules only 1 non EU passport holder to represent a club 
(currently 2)
§ As from 1st September 2007 no players under 13 on the 1st January 2008 are allowed to play senior men’s or ladies’ league hockey during the 2007-8 season
b) On Shropshire Radio Tuesday 16/01/07 8.00 pm programme on hockey in Shropshire by Roger Furniss / Laura Nulty / Steve Floyd and Sarah Gaskill. Programme called ‘Extra Time’ and starts at 7.00 p.m.
Next Meeting: Executive 19/03/07 at 7.30 pm at Jenny Redford’s.
Next AGM: 21/05/07 at 7.00 p.m. Shirehall.
