SHROPSHIRE HOCKEY ASSOCIATION

MINUTES OF THE EXECUTIVE MEETING

HELD AT 11 KENNEDY ROAD SHREWSBURY ON 20TH NOVEMBER 2006

1. Present: Jane Wright, Jenny Redford, Don Navin, Juliet O’Neill, Myra Downes, Gilly Cross, Roger Furness

2. Apologies: Sally Pierce, Dave Siddorn
3. Minutes of last Meeting: signed as a true record by the vice-chair Gilly Cross (RF arrived late)
4. Matters arising - none
5. Reports
5.1 Chairman – nothing to be report that will not be covered later

5.2 Secretary  
· M.D had circulated the MRHA and DTZ Handbooks to the clubs
· Shropshire were unable to get an under 21 Women’s Team in the short time available. The Midland’s Tournament had not taken place
· Shropshire to host Men’s U21 Tournament on 15th April. There will no longer be a National Final for this competition
· Shropshire to organise Women’s Veterans Tournament – possible dates Sunday 25th March or Sunday 1st April
5.3 Treasurer

· DS was reasonably happy with the accounts. We are approximately £1,500 better off than at the same time last season, but we have not had to pay £2,000 to Active Sports
· DS has secured £1,000 from the SSSAA to be split 
50 – 50 between Junior Girls and Boys

· DS has received affiliation fees from 20 schools and has passed on the EH portion of the fees. JO though that 20 schools was a fair reflection of the number of schools that play hockey

5.4 School Girls and Youth – Report to follow

5.5 School Boys and Youth

· Under 14 ‘s and Under 16’s seasons were completed. With the Under 16’s finishing 4th in the Midlands and the Under 14’s finishing a very creditable 2nd
· Under 15 ‘s and Under 17’s seasons commence is now under way

· Andrew Lowden (Whitchurch) and David Devey (Bridgnorth) have both been selected for the England Under 16 Final Assessment Squad. Ben and Luke Carless continue in the Welsh Squads. David Janes (Telford) is in the Welsh Under 16’s. Scott Janes plays for the Under 14 North Wales Team and Gareth Hughes plays for the Welsh Under 18 Team

5.6 Umpires and Discipline

· Three red cards issued so far this season. Brent Powell (Telford and Wrekin) 16 days suspension, Edward Brown (Bridgnorth) 16 days suspension and Paul Devey (Bridgnorth) 20 days suspension. Telford and Wrekin have responded very positively to the letter regarding the conduct of their player

· JR is concerned about the criticism of umpires in clubs’ written reports in the press. JR would like to see clubs no longer using negative remarks about umpires in the press

5.7 Development

· Sally Pierce’s report outlined that the two CVLs that have been held so far have not been as successful as in previous seasons

· SYGS will take place on June 30th 2007 

· Shrewsbury HC have been awarded it’s Clubmark and Ludlow, Oswestry and Whitchurch are close to completion as well

· GC said that EH may appoint an Area Development Officer covering three counties – Shropshire, Hereford and Worcester

· There was a long debate on the process of appointment of the new Shropshire HDO where an administrator and not a qualified coach had been given the position

5.8 Women’s League

· LLanfair remain top of the league. With the restructuring of the Midland’s Conference Division next season, it may be possible for welsh teams based in Shropshire to play in the Midlands League at last

· The Badger’s League is headed by Bridgnorth. The committee have looked into the possibility of playing the fixtures on a Saturday rather than a Sunday. This is not feasible at present

· JW and Pat Holloway will be standing down from the committee next season

5.9 Competitions and Fixtures

· RF circulated a list of all competitions, dates and Management Teams

· A coach is still required for the Senior Women’s Team 

· The original date for the Women’s Clubs Tournament was incorrect and so it will need to be changed – possibly to the 13th January or 18th March

· MD to organise the Midland’s Women’s Veteran’s Tournament

6 Shropshire Academy

· MD to e-mail Steve Floyd for details of how the Shropshire Academy was run last season including details of finances. GC and JO thought that as the Academy had been recommended to junior county players by the SG&Y section, they would require a report on how it ran

7 County Dinner

· DN had investigated possible venues and was looking positively at the Welti Centre, Shrewsbury. A possible date would be Saturday 22nd December.

8 AOB

· JW asked if there were any umpiring courses in the near future. She was advised to contact the new HDO

· JW also asked about Coaching Courses and was advised of a Level 1 Course at Wrekin College costing £130. Dates are June 28th and July 1st, 7th and 8th. More details available from the Hockey Development Group

· DN raised the perennial problem of the poaching of young players

· MD raised the question of Clubs having to send an independent representative to General Meetings when that Club has already a Representative on the Executive Committee. This is a particular problem for the smaller clubs 

MEETING ENDED AT 9.21 P.M.

NEXT MEETING: MONDAY 15TH JANUARY AT THE SHIRE HALL SHREWSBURY @ 7.00 P.M

